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Muslim leaders mourn Raila Odinga,
hail his role in promoting justice and
inclusion

e

organizations has joined the nation in

mourning the death of former Prime Min-
ister Raila Amollo Odinga, describing him as a
towering statesman and a key figure in Kenya’s
long struggle for freedom, democracy, and so-
cial justice.
The ODM leader passed away on Wednesday,
October 15, while undergoing treatment in In-
dia, triggering an immediate outpouring of grief
across the country. In a statement, the Jamia
Mosque Committee eulogized Odinga as a
steadfast champion of democracy, justice, and
equality, whose lifelong dedication to public ser-
vice left an enduring mark on Kenya'’s political
landscape.
The committee noted that Raila was a defender
of marginalized and minority communities and
consistently advocated for fairness, inclusion,
and reforms that strengthened Kenya'’s govern-
ance and unity.
“As the Muslim community, we particularly re-
member Raila Odinga’s significant role in the
struggle for the establishment and entrench-
ment of the Kadhis’ Courts in Kenya’s Consti-
tution, a reflection of his respect for the coun-
try’s religious diversity and his commitment to
protecting the rights of all citizens. We extend
our heartfelt condolences to the Odinga family,
friends, and all Kenyans who share in this pro-
found loss,” read the statement.
The Supreme Council of Kenya Muslims (SUP-
KEM) also paid tribute to the late leader, saying
the country remains indebted to his legacy of
championing democracy and standing firm for
freedom and justice.
“He consistently engaged with Muslim leader-
ship, recognizing the critical role of faith com-
munities in promoting a cohesive and demo-
cratic society,” said SUPKEM chairman Hassan
Ole Naado.
“He courageously fought for a nation where
every voice, including those of the Muslim
community, could be heard and respected,”
he added. The Council of Imams and Preach-
ers of Kenya (CIPK) national chairman, Sheikh
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The Muslim leadership from mainstream
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Abdallah Ateka, hailed Odinga as a visionary
leader who opened up the democratic space
for all Kenyans. “He was jailed, endured dif-
ficult times, and sacrificed his ambitions for
the good of the country. While we are deeply
saddened by his passing, we recognize that it
is part of the destiny decreed by the Almighty
Allah,” said Sheikh Ateka.

He urged Kenyans to honour Odinga’s mem-
ory by embracing his virtues of unity, toler-
ance, and commitment to justice and democ-
racy. Former Mandera Senator Billow Kerrow
said Muslims believe Raila had genuine con-
cerns about the historical, current, and struc-
tural marginalization and injustices faced by
Muslims in Kenya, a factor that endeared him
deeply to the community.

“In the 2007 campaigns, he pledged to en-
trench in the Kenyan Constitution provisions
that would outlaw the targeting and profiling
of any Kenyan community, which was later re-
alized in the 2010 Constitution,” Kerrow said.
“In his 2022 campaign, Raila told Muslims,
‘We will end Christian chauvinism. Our Con-
stitution states that Kenya is a secular society
and a God-fearing nation that must respect
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Jamia Mosque to host Open Day On November 1

In an effort to foster interfaith cohesion and un-
derstanding, Nairobi’s Jamia Mosque will hold
its annual Open Day, on Saturday, November
1,2025.

The event, themed “A Century of Peaceful
Co-existence,” is part of a series of activities
commemorating the 100-year journey of Jamia
Mosque Nairobi. The daylong programme, coor-

Follow us on X @bulletin_friday § Facebook on The Friday Bulletin

dinated by the Jamia Da’wah Department, will
run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The historic mosque
began from humble beginnings as a maba-
ti (corrugated iron) structure and has since
grown into one of the leading Muslim institu-
tions in East and Central Africa.

Among the day’s activities will be guided
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Wedding Celebrations:
What’s halal, haram,
recommended, and

discouraged?

From the nikah contract to the

walimah feast, there are clear

guidelines for what’s halal,
haram, recommended, and
discouraged.

2 Kenya’s Growing
Halal Industry Show-
cased at Expo
Kenya’s halal industry contin-
ues to expand steadily, reflect-
ed in the strong turnout at the
fourth Sharia Compliance and
Halal Business Expo, held
from October 10 to 12 at BBS

Mall in Eastleigh, Nairobi.
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all religions.” He opposed discrimination
against Muslims seeking identification
cards,” he added. Kerrow further noted
that Raila believed Muslim-majority re-
gions were marginalized in terms of de-
velopment, prompting him to establish
the Ministry of State for the Development
of Northern Kenya and Other Arid Lands
during his tenure as Prime Minister.

He said Odinga’s commitment to inclu-
siveness and equitable development
earned him lasting respect among Mus-
lims. Raila Odinga’s close relationship

Muslims mourn Raila Odinga

with the Muslim community dates back to
2007, when he signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the National
Muslim Leaders Forum (NAMLEF).

The agreement came in response to the
systematic abuse of Muslims’ rights dur-
ing the Kibaki administration. Raila, then a
presidential candidate, pledged to address
those injustices if elected.

The pact led to unprecedented political mo-
bilization among Muslim voters, who turned
out in large numbers to support the Orange
Democratic Movement (ODM) in the 2007

elections, although the results were later
marred by controversy.

The government has since declared Fri-
day, October 17, 2025, a public holiday in
honour of the late former Prime Minister.
Raila’s body arrived at the Jomo Kenyatta
International Airport (JKIA) on Thursday,
October 16, and a State Funeral Service
will be held today at Nyayo Stadium in
Nairobi. His burial is scheduled for Sun-
day at his family home in Bondo, Siaya
County.
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Jamia Mosque Nairobi will host the HWPL
Interfaith Dialogue under the theme “The
Role of Religious Leaders in Achieving
Sustainable Peace.”

The event, organized by Heavenly Cul-
ture, World Peace, Restoration of Light
(HWPL), will take place on Saturday Oc-
tober 25 at the Jamia Multi-Purpose Hall
from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. It is expected
to bring together religious leaders and
scholars from various faiths.

Discussions will focus on peace, love,
and unity, with participants exploring

.

Jamia Mosque to host HWPL interfaith dialogue on promoting peace

common values and promoting under-
standing and harmony among religions
through comparative discussions of reli-
gious scriptures. Last month, on Septem-
ber 18, HWPL held the 2025 Global Peace
Education Conference in Nairobi under the
theme “Institutionalizing Peace Education:
Building a Peaceful Society Together.”

The conference, organized to mark the
11th anniversary of HWPL, was attended
by high-profile dignitaries including the
Speaker of the National Legislative As-
sembly of South Sudan, the Speaker of the

\

House of Representatives of Antigua and
Barbuda, former Presidents of Mali and
Croatia, and the former Vice President of
Taiwan, alongside representatives from
the Ministry of Education of Zambia, the
Mongolian Lifelong Learning Center, and
other delegates from over 30 countries.

The forum served as a platform for global
educators and peace advocates to dis-
cuss the institutionalization of peace ed-
ucation in public systems, share success
stories, and strengthen international co-
operation in the pursuit of lasting peace.

J

Jamia mosque open day set for November

Continued From Page 1

tours of the mosque, an open ques-
tion-and-answer session where a panel
of scholars will respond to queries about
Islam, a portrait exhibition on Islamic her-
itage, and a live demonstration of Islamic
prayers (Salah). Visitors will also receive
free copies of translated editions of the
Noble Qur’an and other Islamic literature.
“The reason we have open days is to pro-
vide people of other faiths the opportuni-
ty to come in and ask questions openly
about Islam. There are many misconcep-
tions and a lot of misinformation about
Islam. We are offering them the chance
to come to the mosque and receive au-
thentic answers—not from the media, so-

cial media, or the internet, but directly from
us,” said the mosque’s Director of Da’wah,
Sheikh Muhammad Sheikh.

In previous years, the event has attracted
hundreds of visitors, including members of
the Christian clergy and students from the-
ological institutions.

During the Open Day, the mosque doors
are open to people of all faiths, allowing
them to gain first-hand experience and
understanding of Islamic beliefs and prac-
tices.Since its inception in 2018, the Open
Day has aimed to educate non-Muslims
about Islam and to serve as a platform to
dispel widespread misconceptions about
the faith and its followers.

Located in the heart of Nairobi, Jamia
Mosque stands as a community and
spiritual centre dedicated to preserving
Islamic values rooted in the teachings of
the Qur'an and the traditions (Sunnah)
of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him).

Constructed in 1925 under the leadership
of Sayed Abdullah Shah, Jamia Mosque
is one of Nairobi's oldest landmarks.
Over the past century, it has played a piv-
otal role in promoting religious education,
nurturing a vibrant Muslim community,
providing leadership, and advancing Is-
lamic values—making it a leading centre
of Islamic heritage in Kenya and beyond

(

The Environment and Land Court (ELC) at
Kerugoya Law Courts in Kirinyaga County
is set to issue directions and a ruling in a
land dispute between Jamia Mosque Ka-
gio and two individuals.

During the mention of the case on Tues-
day, September 23, 2025, presided over
by the Environment and Land Court, the
matter was scheduled for directions on
November 17, 2025.

The case, filed on May 29, 2025, by Jo-
seph Nduki and Virginia Njogu through
C.S. Macharia and Company Advocates,

.

lists the Registered Trustees of Kagio
Jamia Mosque as the defendants.

The contested parcel of land was allocated
to the Muslim community in 1976, with an
official allotment letter issued in 1985. The
property, located in Kagio town, Kirinyaga
County, currently hosts a mosque and a
school.

Meanwhile, the Court of Appeal judges
are expected to issue a new hearing date
in a separate case involving Mwea Jamia
Mosque, also in Kirinyaga County.Last
year, tension flared in Mwea after a court

\

Court to give directions in Jamia Mosque Kagio land dispute

ruling declared that the Muslim communi-
ty’s occupation of a 29-acre plot — which
includes a mosque, a private hospital,
and other developments — was unlawful,
raising fears of demolition.

The growing number of land disputes and
alleged organized land grabs targeting
Muslim institutions in the Mount Kenya
region has sparked concerns over rising
religious intolerance and underscored the
broader challenge of protecting commu-
nity-owned public land.
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Dua is a gracious gift of God — Use it wisely

By Khalid Baig

The dua can change our life, our outlook,
and our fate. It is the most potent weapon
of a believer.

Once Prophet Muhammad passed by a
people who were suffering from some afflic-
tion. He said:

Why don’t they make dua (pray) to Allah for
protection?

With all the suffering and disasters Muslims
are facing in various parts of the world, the
question can be directed to all of us today.
Do it Sincerely

It is not that we have forgotten dua com-
pletely; we refer to it regularly. But, our ide-
as and practice regarding dua have become
distorted.

Often it is reduced to the level of a ritual.
Generally it is considered when all our ef-
forts have failed — an act of last resort. It
is belittled through actions and sometimes
even with words. Is it any wonder that today
mostly a mention of dua is meant to indicate
the hopelessness of a situation.

What a tragedy, for dua is the most potent
weapon of a believer. It can change fate,
while no action of ours ever can. It is the
essence of worship. With it we can never
fail; without it we can never succeed. In the
proper scheme of things, it should be the
first and the last resort of the believer, with
all his plans and actions coming in between.
Converse with Him

Dua is conversation with Allah, our Creator,
our Lord and Master, the All Knowing, the All
Powerful. This act in itself is of extraordinary
significance. It is the most uplifting, liberat-
ing, empowering, and transforming conver-
sation a person can ever have.

We turn to Him because we know that He
alone can lift our sufferings and solve our
problems. And we feel relieved after de-
scribing our difficulties to our Creator.

We feel empowered after having communi-
cated with the All Mighty. And we sense His
mercy all around us after talking to the Most
Merciful.

We get a new commitment to follow His
path for that is the only path for success.
And we feel blessed with each such com-
mitment.

In every difficulty our first action is dua, as
is our last. We ask Allah to show us the way
to handle that difficulty; we seek His help in
following the path He shows to us; and we
seek His aid in making our efforts success-
ful.

When we fall sick, we know that we cannot
find the right doctor without His Will; that the
best doctor may not be able to diagnose our
condition without His Command; that the
best treatment plan will not succeed with-
out His Permission. We make dua for all of
these. We make dua before we seek medi-
cal help, while we are receiving it and after it
has been delivered. The same is true of all
other difficulties we may encounter.

.

The Essence of Worship

Dua is the essence of ibadah. A person en-
gaged in du’a affirms his belief in Tawheed
(monotheism) and shuns belief in all false
gods. With each dua his belief in Allah grows.
He beseeches Him, affirming his own power-
lessness.

A person seriously and sincerely engaged
in dua understands exactly the relationship
between himself and the Creator and affirms
it through his actions. That is the essence of
worship!

Additionally, such a person can never be-
come arrogant or proud, a logical result of
true worship.

A Potent Weapon

Dua is our most potent weapon in all strug-
gles of life as well as in jihad in the battlefield.
During the battle of Badr, the Prophet Mu-
hammad stood up all night in prayer seeking
Allah’s help in the battle between unequal
armies that would follow the next day.

In the decisive battles against the crusaders,
Sultan Salahuddeen Ayyubi was busy day
and night. His days were devoted to Jihad.
His nights were spent making du’a, crying,
seeking Allah’s help.

We should make it a point to make dua for
all things big and small. It is the beginning
of wisdom to realize that big and small are
arbitrary labels that are totally irrelevant in
this context.

Nothing is too big for Whom we are asking
from; nothing is too small for the one who is
asking. That is why we have been taught to
ask Allah when we need something as small
as shoelaces. We should ask as a beggar,
as a destitute person, for that is what we in
reality are in relationship to Allah.

At the same time we should ask with great
hope and conviction that we shall be grant-
ed our prayers. We should remember the
hadith:

There is nothing more dear to Allah than

a servant making
du’a to Him.

On the other hand, a
prayer lacking con-
centration and con-
viction is no prayer
at all.

We should make
du’'a at all times, not
only during times of
distress. The Proph-
et Muhammad said:
Whosoever desires
that Allah answers
his duas in unfavora-
ble and difficult con-
ditions, he should
make plentiful dua
in days of ease and
comfort.

Also he said:

The person who

FFOVY) *he HO
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does not ask from Allah, Allah becomes
angry with him.

We should ask for all of our needs: those
related to this world as well as those related
to the Hereafter. Those who only concen-
trate on the former are, in effect, announc-
ing that they don’t care for their life in the
permanent abode. They should blame no
body but themselves for the total ruin in that
world that Quran assures us awaits them.
Those who only concentrate on the later
are also showing lack of balance, for we
need Allah’s help to lead a good life here
as well.

We should make dua not only for ourselves
but also for our parents, brothers and sis-
ters, spouses and children, relatives and
friends, teachers and other benefactors,
and destitute and struggling Muslims every-
where.And we should pray for them for the
good in this world as well as in the Hereaf-
ter. The Prophet said:

The dua of a Muslim for his brother (in Is-
lam) in his absence is readily accepted. An
angel is appointed to his side. Whenever he
makes a beneficial dua for his brother the
appointed angel says, ‘Ameen. And may
you also be blessed with the same. (Sahih
Muslim)In the dark ages that we are living
in today, everyday brings fresh news about
atrocities committed against our brothers in
Palestine, Kashmir, India, Afghanistan, and
the list goes on.

And what do we do? We can continue to
just feel frustrated and depressed. Or we
can petition the determined perpetrators
or a fictional “International Community”.
We can just forget all this and move on to
some other subject. Or we can stand up be-
fore Allah and pray for His help, who alone
can help.The dua can change our life, our
outlook, and our fate. It is the most potent
weapon. But it works only for those who try
sincerely and seriously to use it.

aur an

Anc/ H)ey ID/GHHQC/, bl.ﬂt
Allah planned. And Allah

is the best of Iu/omners.

(Surah Al-lmran (3:54)
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The Nikah: What's halal, haram, recommended, and discouraged?

By Umm FatimaZahra

The wedding day is one of the most sig-
nificant moments in a Muslim’s life. It's the
start of a new chapter, filled with hope,
love, and the fulfilment of half your deen
(religion). However, it’s essential to ensure
that this joyous occasion is conducted in
line with Islamic principles. From the nikah
contract to the walimah feast, there are
clear guidelines for what's halal, haram,
recommended, and discouraged.

The Nikah: A Sacred Contract

The nikah is the Islamic marriage contract,
and it's the foundation of a valid marriage
in Islam. This is a sacred act of worship
that requires sincerity and mindfulness of
Allah.

sWhat’s Halal:

The nikah itself is a simple yet profound
contract. It should be conducted in the
presence of witnesses, the bride’s wali
(guardian), and the groom. Both par-
ties must consent to the marriage, and
the bride should receive a mahr (dowry)
agreed upon by both parties.

eWhat’'s Recommended:

The nikah is recommended to be kept
simple. A modest ceremony with family
and friends, without extravagance, is en-
couraged. Keeping it straightforward helps
avoid financial burdens and keeps the fo-
cus on the spiritual significance of the un-
ion.

sWhat'’s Discouraged:

Extravagant nikah ceremonies that go
beyond one’s means are discouraged.
The pressure to please others or show off
wealth can take away from the true beauty
of the marriage. Islam emphasises modes-
ty and simplicity in all aspects of life, in-
cluding weddings.

eWhat’s Haram:

Any form of deception in the nikah process
is haram. Lying about one’s intentions,
hiding critical information, or withholding
the agreed mahr is a grave sin. Forced
marriages are also completely forbidden
in Islam.

The Walimah: A Blessed Feast

The walimah is the celebratory meal after
the nikah and is a Sunnah (tradition) of
the Prophet Muhammad ((Peace be upon
him)). It's a way to share the joy of the mar-
riage with family, friends, and even the less
fortunate.

eWhat’s Halal:

Hosting a walimah to celebrate the mar-
riage is highly encouraged. It can be as
small or as big as the couple can afford,
but the focus should be on gratitude and
sharing. The Prophet ((Peace be upon
him)) said: “Give a wedding banquet, even
if it is with one sheep.”

sWhat’s Recommended:

It's recommended to invite both the rich
and the poor to the walimah, as it's a time
to spread blessings. Feeding the poor or

offering charity alongside the celebration
can elevate the reward. Also, keeping the
walimah free of unnecessary extravagance,
mixed gatherings, or un-Islamic practices is
recommended.

*What’s Discouraged:

Holding an exclusive or ostentatious wali-
mah that only caters to a select few is dis-
couraged. This goes against the spirit of
inclusivity and sharing. Additionally, lavish
spending and showing off wealth during the
walimah are strongly discouraged.

eWhat’s Haram:

Having mixed gatherings where men and
women mingle freely, playing music with
inappropriate lyrics, or engaging in haram
activities like dancing or drinking alcohol is
strictly forbidden. It's important to remember
that even in times of celebration, Islamic
principles must be upheld.

The Wedding Celebration: Joy with Bound-
aries. After the nikah and walimah, the wed-
ding celebration is often a cultural event,
where families come together to celebrate
the union. While these gatherings can be full
of joy and excitement, they must align with
Islamic values.

eWhat’s Halal:

It's perfectly fine to have a joyful wedding
celebration with family and friends, as long
as it stays within Islamic boundaries. Cele-
brating the union, sharing food, and show-
ing gratitude for the blessings of marriage
are all halal.

eWhat’s Recommended:

The Prophet ((Peace be upon him)) encour-
aged modesty and simplicity in weddings.
Keeping the celebration dignified, with prop-
er segregation of men and women, ensures
that everyone can enjoy the event in an Is-
lamically appropriate manner.

*What'’s Discouraged:

Extravagant displays of wealth, wasting
food, or holding events in places where
Islamic guidelines are hard to follow (like
overly luxurious venues) are discouraged.
It's also discouraged to delay the wedding
celebration for unnecessary reasons.
eWhat’s Haram:

Anything that violates Islamic principles,
such as inappropriate clothing, free mixing
of the sexes, playing haram music, or par-
ticipating in un-Islamic rituals or traditions, is
haram. This includes practices like “throw-
ing the bouquet,” which has no basis in Is-
lam, or serving alcohol at the event.

Mahr: The Right of the Bride

The mahr (dowry) is a mandatory gift from
the groom to the bride, and it is her right.
This is a key part of the nikah contract and
must be agreed upon before the marriage.
We covered this in the previous article: Nav-
igating the Engagement Stage in Islam: A
Guide for Couples

sWhen It’s Given:

The mabhr is typically given at the time of the

nikah, but the bride may choose to defer it
to a later date. It is her right, and the groom
must fulfil it.

eHow Much:

The amount of the mahr should be within
the groom’s means. The Prophet ((Peace
be upon him)) encouraged moderation and
said, “The best dowry is that which is most
easy.” (Bulugh al-Maram, Book 8, Hadith
83). Avoid making the mahr a financial bur-
den.

esExtravagant Mahr:

Extravagant mahrs are discouraged, as
they can create unnecessary financial
strain and go against the spirit of modesty
in Islam. The mahr is not meant to be a dis-
play of wealth, but rather a gift of goodwill.
Next Steps: The Wedding or Walimah?
Now that the nikah is complete and the
couple is officially married, the focus moves
to the walimah. Some may wonder, is the
walimah the same as the wedding celebra-
tion? While they are related, they are not
exactly the same.The Walimah is the spe-
cific meal held to celebrate the marriage,
often immediately after the nikah or within
a few days.

The Wedding Celebration can be a larger
event, often cultural, that includes family
and friends. It can include the walimah or
be a separate occasion.

Both are opportunities to celebrate, but the
walimah holds more religious significance
as a Sunnah.

Marriage is a beautiful and sacred institu-
tion in Islam. While celebrating this union is
encouraged, it's important to stay within the
bounds of what’s halal.

Keep the nikah simple, the walimah bless-
ed, and the celebrations modest. Avoid
extravagance, maintain Islamic decorum,
and ensure that every moment is spent in
gratitude to Allah for His blessings. .

Light of
Knowledge
Quiz

Prophet (PBUH) mentioned
by name in the Qur'an?

Abu Bakr (RA)

Umar ibn al-Khattab (RA)

Zayd ibn Harithah (RA)
Answer to be revealed in the next

issue

Last week’s answer was choice A :
“ Al-Kiram Al-Katibin ”
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By Muhammad Fathi

Abu Sa’id and Abu Hurairah (May Allah
be pleased with them) reported that the
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon
him) said,

“No fatigue, nor disease, nor anxiety, nor
sadness, nor hurt, nor distress befalls a
Muslim, even if it were the prick he re-
ceives from a thorn, but that Allah expi-
ates some of his sins for that” (Al-Bukhari
and Muslim).

This world is no more than a test in which
all humans are bound to face some hard-
ships and challenges that reveal their pa-
tience and steadfastness.

Different Tests

The forms of this test are numerous and
diverse: Some people suffer poverty,
some suffer physical illnesses, some live
in a state of insecurity, some are deprived
of their cherished and beloved ones, and
still others suffer psychiatric disorders.
Referring to this fact, Allah says:

“And surely We shall try you with some-
thing of fear and hunger, and loss of
wealth and lives and crops; but give glad
tidings to the patient, Who says, when af-
flicted with calamity: “To Allah We belong,
and to Him is our return”: They are those
on whom (descend) Blessings from Allah,
and Mercy, and they are the ones that
receive guidance.” (Surah Al-Bagarah
2:155-157)

In another verse, He Almighty says:

“He Who created Death and Life, that He
may try which of you is best in deed: and
He is the Exalted in Might, Oft-Forgiving.”
(Surah Al-Mulk 67:2)

Since hardships are inevitable, Islam
does not let them pass by without prop-
er guidance about the safest and most
appropriate attitude. The above Hadith
reveals one dimension of Islam’s recipe
for successfully dealing with life’'s chal-
lenges.

The Positive Side of Problems

In order to balance the negative effects
posed by afflictions, Islam draws our at-
tention to their expected fruit. Problems
and troubles serve as means to expiate
sins and elevate the believer’s rank in the
Hereafter.

This optimistic and positive approach
safeguards one from falling prey to de-
spair and grief. Here, it is fitting to cite
some Prophetic hadiths that emphasize
this concept:

Abu Yahya Suhaib bin Sinan (May Allah
be pleased with him) reported: The Mes-
senger of Allah (peace and blessings be
upon him) said,

“How wonderful is the case of a believer;
there is good for him in everything and
this applies only to a believer. If prosperi-
ty attends him, he expresses gratitude to
Allah and that is good for him; and if ad-
versity befalls him, he endures it patiently
and that is good for him” (Muslim).

-

Tired of life difficulties? Read this hadith

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported: The Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings be upon him) said,
“He whom Allah intends good, He makes
him to suffer from some affliction” (Al-
Bukhari).

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported: The Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings be upon him) said,
“A Muslim, male or female, continues to re-
main under trial in respect of his life, prop-
erty, and offspring until he faces Allah, the
Exalted, with no sin record” (At-Tirmidhi).
A Call to Defeatism?

The above hadiths should not be mistak-
en for a call to fatalism and defeatism. The
message the hadiths convey is that every
Muslim should expect hardships and pre-
pare to weather them. Therefore, believers
face difficulties with brave hearts; they trust
Allah’s wisdom and believe in His mercy;
and they know that these tests are reward-
ing. Compare that attitude to the feeling
that one is alone in this world, facing its
formidable challenges isolated from any
source of support or assistance.

So, these hadiths are meant to infuse the
Muslim with hope and vigor and drive away
the destructive thoughts of failure and
hopelessness. To get a better understand-
ing of them, we should consider them in
light of the following hadiths:

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported:

The Messenger of Allah (peace and bless-
ings be upon him) said, “A strong believer
is better and dearer to Allah than a weak
one, and both are good. Adhere to that
which is beneficial for you. Keep asking Al-
lah for help and do not refrain from it.

CROSSWORD PUZLZLE

LAST WEEK’S 1
ANSWERS
ACROSS
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(If you are afflicted in any way), do not
say: ‘If | had taken this or that step, it
would have resulted into such and such,’
but say only: ‘Allah so determined and
did as He willed.” The word ‘if’ opens the
gates of satanic (thoughts)” (Muslim).
This hadith goes in line with the Prophet’s
reminder to his cousin Ibn "Abbas (may
Allah be pleased with him) that with pa-
tience comes victory, with distress comes
relief, and with hardship comes ease.
What if It’s a Punishment?

In this respect, one idea may be a source
of worry and disturbance. How can we
approach afflictions with such optimism
when they are clear signs of Allah’s wrath
and manifestations of His punishment?
Has not Allah said,

“Whatever misfortune happens to you, is
because of the things your hands have
wrought, and for many (of them) He grants
forgiveness” (Surah Ash-Shura 42:30)?
These questions haunt many people, es-
pecially the practicing ones, when they
are afflicted with a calamity, deprived of
a cherished person, or plagued with an
iliness.

2. Nasr
4. Salih

6. Rububiyyah

DOWN 5 | |
1. Sawh

3. Shafi
5. Buyut

ACROSS

3. Short Surah in Quran with emphasis 1. Islamic treasurey/Public fund formalized under
Caliph Umar (RA).

5. Companion most known for narrat- 2. Category of Tawheed affriming Allah alone
deserves worship.

4.Prophet known as Safiyyulah(Chosen one of Allah).

on sincere worship and guidance.

ing hadith.
6. Arabic word for Phone/Telephone.
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Kenya’s halal industry continues to ex-
pand steadily, reflected in the strong turn-
out at the fourth Sharia Compliance and
Halal Business Expo, held from October
10 to 12 at BBS Mall in Eastleigh, Nairobi.
The annual event, launched in 2022, has
grown into a key regional platform high-
lighting halal-certified and Sharia-com-
pliant products and services. Organisers
said this year’s Expo brought together
over 130 exhibitors and thousands of vis-
itors from at least seven countries, show-
casing the sector’s increasing relevance
in Kenya’s economy.

The Expo seeks to promote ethical busi-
ness anchored in Islamic principles,
covering a wide range of sectors includ-
ing food, finance, fashion, tourism, real
estate, and agribusiness. According to
the Kenya Bureau of Halal Certification

.

Kenya’s growing halal industry showcased at expo

(KBHC), more than 200 local companies
are now halal-certified, up from fewer than
50 five years ago,an indication of growing
compliance with Islamic standards.
Additionally, Kenya’s halal meat exports
and certification systems are also gaining
recognition regionally, creating new oppor-
tunities for producers and processors as
more consumers seek products that meet
faith-based requirements

Speaking during the Expo, Dr. Juma
Mukhwana, CBS, Principal Secretary for
the State Department of Industry, com-
mended the event’s focus on quality and
accountability. “Halal practices reflect eth-
ics, quality, and responsibility,” he said,
noting that such values could strengthen
Kenya’s competitiveness in regional and
global markets.

Additionally, Ridwan Yusuf the CEO of the

~N

Expo, noted the event aims to “connect
entrepreneurs and promote trust-based
trade that benefits communities.” He said
Kenya’s goal is to become a halal hub for
East and Central Africa, aligning faith with
enterprise.

The event also drew regional representa-
tion, including H.E. Jabril Ibrahim Abdulle,
the Somali Ambassador to Kenya, who
said the initiative fosters “sustainable and
principled trade” that benefits both pro-
ducers and consumers.

Muslim institutions, including SUPKEM
and KBHC, called for stronger certifica-
tion frameworks and public awareness to
maintain the integrity of halal products.
As the Expo concluded, organisers noted
that Kenya’s halal industry is no longer
a niche, but an emerging pillar of ethical
and inclusive economic development.

J

Mombasa Kadhis’ Court holds first-ever Open Duy io promote awareness

The Mombasa Kadhis’ Court, led by Sen-
ior Principal Kadhi Hon. Abdiaziz Maalim,
on Tuesday hosted its first-ever open day
aimed at creating public awareness on the
role and functions of the Kadhis’ Court.

The event, held at Treasury Square, Mom-
basa, brought together Kadhis, Muslim
community leaders, accredited mediators,
lawyers, and educationists. Participants
were educated on the court’s role in re-
solving disputes among Muslims, particu-
larly in matters relating to marriage, inher-
itance, divorce, and the administration of
Wagf (endowment) property.

Speakers at the forum urged Muslims to
make greater use of the Kadhis’ Courts for
arbitration and the resolution of family mat-
ters within the framework of Islamic law.

In his address, High Court Judge Justice
Gregory Mutai reaffirmed the Judiciary’s
commitment to ensuring that justice is
accessible, efficient, and delivered in line
with its core objectives.

“The Kadhi’s Court here in Mombasa has
been strengthened to handle cases more
efficiently to ensure that justice is served in
a timely manner in accordance with Judici-
ary objectives. The Kadhi's Court provides
a convenient and culturally sensitive plat-
form for resolving disputes,” said Justice
Mutai.

He noted that Kadhis’ Courts provide an
effective and faith-based mechanism for
family dispute resolution consistent with
Islamic principles. Justice Mutai further
emphasized that it is the constitutional
right of Muslims to seek justice through
the Kadhis’ Courts, which are mandated
to handle matters within their specific ju-
risdiction.

Deputy Registrar at the Office of the Reg-
istrar of Magistrates’ Courts and Senior
Principal Kadhi Hon. Abduljabar Ishaq
Hussein assured Muslims of the Judici-

ary’'s commitment to quality .
service delivery.

“This is your court—support
it and make use of it. All
feedback is welcome, and
we will address areas with ¥
complaints. | urge all stake-
holders to work closely with
us to ensure the court deliv- §%
ers,” he said.

Hon. Abduljabar also ac-
knowledged a shortage of
Kadhis following retirements
and deaths, assuring that
the Judiciary is actively con- *
sidering recruiting new Ka-
dhis to fill the existing vacancies and
enhance service delivery.

Responding to questions on how the
Kadhis’ Court operates alongside the
secular judicial system, Mombasa
Principal Kadhi Hon. Omar Khamis
explained that while the court follows
procedures outlined in the Constitu-
tion, it applies Shariah law in its pro-
ceedings and judgments.

He dismissed the misconception that
the Kadhis’ Court favors men over
women, emphasizing that all rulings
are based on verified facts and guided
by Islamic law.

University of Nairobi School of Law
lecturer Dr. Moza Ally Jadeed com-
mended the Mombasa Kadhis’ Court
for organizing the open day and en-
couraged more such initiatives for
public enlightenment.

“As a lecturer in Islamic Studies, |
believed | had sufficient knowledge,
but today | have learned new things.
Events like these are vital as they
enhance our understanding of the
Kadhis’ Court and Shariah law,” she
remarked.

CARE HOSPITAL
We care

Free Consultation Gynecology and Fertility Clinic

Care Hospital invites you to a Free Consultation Gynecology
and Fertility Clinic on 15th November 2025 from 8:00 AM to 5:0C
PM. This special clinic aims to support women experiencing
fertility challenges and gynecological concerns.
Are you trying to get pregnant?
Do you have any of the following symptoms:
. Irregular / painful / heavy period
. Persistent lower back pain
. Recurrent pregnancy losses
. Fibroids
« PCOS (Polycystic Ovary Syndrome)
. Problems with urine, recurrent infections,
Then this is the clinic for you!
We will be offering the following Services :
. Free consultation with our specialists
. Discounted Laboratory tests
. Discounted ultrasound
. Discounted pharmacy and physiotherapy
services
Registration fee is 500ksh

To register or inquire about the clinic, contact
0715 525 252.
We are located in Pumwani, directly opposite BBS Mall.
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Governor Nassir suspends all Water sports after tragic boat accident

Mombasa Governor Abdulswamad Nassir
has suspended all water sports activities
across the county following a tragic boat
accident that claimed six lives during the
East African Ocean Festival at the Tudor
Channel.

The tragedy occurred on Saturday, Octo-
ber 5, during a dragon boat race at the Tu-
dor Water Sports complex when one of the
boats capsized mid-competition. Nineteen
participants were rescued, while three oth-
ers went missing and were later confirmed
dead after their bodies were recovered four
days later.

The victims, identified as Caleb Otieno
(21), Stephen Karembo (23), and Thomas
Wanyonyi (24), were members of the Ki-
jiweni Youth Uplift Team from Mombasa.
The incident has reignited debate on mari-
time safety, emergency preparedness, and

event regulation along Kenya'’s coast.
Governor Nassir said the suspension will
remain in effect until a comprehensive safe-
ty audit is completed and new measures
are implemented to prevent similar trage-
dies.“Moving forward, no water sports event
will take place in Mombasa until we estab-
lish a proper safety framework that protects
every participant and spectator,”

said Governor Nassir.He added that the
County Government will collaborate with the
Kenya Coast Guard Service (KCGS), Ken-
ya Maritime Authority (KMA), and the Kenya
Navy to develop and enforce standardized
safety protocols.

The Governor further directed all event
organizers to obtain clearance from the
County Government and relevant maritime
authorities before hosting any water-related
activities.

“The loss of lives is unacceptable. We
must take decisive action to restore public
confidence in our coastal events,”’he em-
phasized.

Governor Nassir extended his condolenc-
es to the bereaved families and commend-
ed the rescue teams — including the Ken-
ya Navy, Coast Guard, County Disaster
Unit, Kenya Red Cross, and community
responders — for their commitment during
the search and recovery operation.

The multi-agency operation officially con-
cluded on Sunday night after the bodies of
the three missing persons were retrieved.
Governor Nassir was accompanied by his
Deputy Francis Thoya, the rescue and re-
covery team led by Colonel Mulumba, and
the County Disaster Management team
under CECM Dan Manyala during the final
phase of the operation.

-

Kwale Governor Fatuma Achani has called
on youths at the Coast to abandon crime
and drug abuse and instead seize oppor-
tunities presented through ongoing gov-
ernment empowerment initiatives aimed at
creating jobs and improving livelihoods.
Speaking on Monday in Diani during a
youth sensitization forum attended by local
leaders, reformed youth, and administra-
tors, Governor Achani made a passionate
appeal for young people to take charge of
their future.

“Choose peace, dignity, and progress over
destruction,” she said, warning that drugs
and criminal activities continue to rob the
region of its potential and deny many youth
a chance at a better life.

Achani said her administration has intensi-
fied efforts to equip youth with practical and
\employable skills, highlighting the launch

Youths at Coast urged to shun crime and drugs

of a Sh30 million Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (TVET) fund aimed
at strengthening training institutions, sup-
porting artisans, and expanding self-em-
ployment opportunities.

She said technical and vocational education
remains central to her vision of economic
empowerment and long-term stability for
the coastal region. “Our goal is to empower
youth with the skills and confidence to build
better lives and contribute to a safer, more
productive Coast,” she affirmed.

During the event, the governor commended
a group of reformed youths who had aban-
doned crime for productive ventures. She
presented them with a company certificate
to enable them to qualify for government
tenders, noting that more than 300 compa-
nies owned by youth, women, and persons
with disabilities have been registered, with

at least 150 already securing contracts.
Achani further encouraged young people
to take advantage of the National Youth
Opportunities  Towards  Advancement
(NYOTA) program, whose official launch is
scheduled for late October 2025.

The national initiative will offer skills
training, mentorship, entrepreneurship
support, and business grants to promote
youth self-reliance and innovation.

She reiterated that tackling drug abuse
and crime requires a collective effort, urg-
ing parents, elders, and local leaders to
guide the youth toward positive engage-
ment. “When our youth prosper, the Coast
prospers,” she said, pledging continued
collaboration with national agencies and
community groups to sustain peace and
create lasting opportunities.

J

CIPK urges Government to end lecturers’ strike paralyzing Universities

The Council of Imams and Preachers of
Kenya (CIPK) has urged the national gov-
ernment to urgently intervene and resolve
the ongoing strike by university lecturers,
which has brought learning in higher edu-
cation institutions across the country to a
standstill.

In a statement, the Imams’ council ex-
pressed deep concern that the government
appeared to be taking the strike lightly de-
spite its devastating impact on thousands
of students who resumed their studies in
August only to find their lecturers absent
from lecture halls.

The CIPK’s statement underscores grow-
ing public pressure on the government to
address the lecturers’ grievances and end
the industrial action that continues to dis-
rupt academic programs nationwide.
Speaking to The Friday Bulletin, the North
Rift chairman of CIPK, Sheikh Abubakar
Bini, appealed to the government to en-

gage lecturers in dialogue and agree on a
sustainable solution. He warned that the
prolonged strike had extended the academ-
ic calendar, forcing students to remain in
universities longer and incur additional ac-
commodation and upkeep expenses.

“The strike has destroyed education in
universities, which is very dangerous for
our students. It's painful because some of
these students are sponsored by struggling
parents or well-wishers. If semesters are
extended, their sponsors will have to bear
more expenses. Education is the key light
for our children, and we urge the govern-
ment to rectify this issue so that students
can continue learning,” he said.

Sheikh Bini further noted that many stu-
dents continue to pay rent despite universi-
ties being closed, as landlords still demand
payment.“You cannot tell a landlord that
because classes are not in session, rent
should stop. The students are still in their

houses, and they must pay,” he added.
He emphasized that dialogue and goodwill
were the only way to end the crisis, warn-
ing that the prolonged industrial action
risked crippling higher education in Kenya
with far-reaching consequences for both
students and the nation.

“We cannot keep experiencing industri-
al action just for employees to be heard.
Government officials should sit down, talk,
and find solutions,” Sheikh Bini stated.
The cleric also linked the recurrent strikes
to corruption and mismanagement of pub-
lic funds, saying that delayed payments
and poor financial governance had dis-
rupted essential services and eroded trust
among public sector employees.
University lecturers, through their unions,
are demanding the full payment of out-
standing arrears under previous Collective
Bargaining Agreements (CBAs), which the
government has allegedly failed to honour.
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When the bombs in Gaza stop, the true pain starts

By Refaat Ibrahim

Last week, President Donald Trump an-
nounced that the United States, working
with Egypt, Turkiye and Qatar, had finally
reached a ceasefire deal for Gaza. For a
moment, it seemed as if Gaza’s long night-
mare was coming to an end.

But the ceasefire didn’t bring peace; it only
shifted the suffering into a quieter, more in-
sidious form, where the real damage from
the rubble began to settle into Gaza’s wea-
ry soul. Years of relentless shelling had
built up fear and heartbreak that no outsid-
er could erase.

During those two brutal years of bombing
and near-total destruction, everyone in
Gaza was focused on one thing: Staying
alive. We were fighting for every minute,
trying not to break down, starve, or get
killed. Life became an endless loop of ter-
ror and waiting for the next strike. No one
had the luxury to dream about tomorrow
or even to mourn the people we'd lost. If
there was any kind of shelter, and that was
a big if, the goal was simply to move from
one shattered refuge to another, holding
on by a thread. That constant awareness
that death could come at any moment
turned every day into an act of survival.
Then, when the explosions finally eased,
a quieter kind of pain crept in: All the grief
we had buried to get through the chaos.
Almost everyone had someone torn away,
and those pushed-aside memories came
rushing back with a force that took the
breath out of us. As soon as the rockets fell
quiet, another fight began inside people’s
chests, one full of mourning, flashbacks
and relentless mental anguish. On the sur-
face, it looked like the war was over, but it
wasn'’t. It was far messier than that. Even
when the shelling eased, the emotional
wounds kept bleeding.

When the noise finally faded, people be-
gan to ask the questions they had forced
themselves to ignore. They already knew
the answers — who was gone, who would
not be coming back — but saying the words
out loud made it real. The silence that fol-
lowed was heavier than any explosion they
had survived. That silence made the truth
impossible to avoid. It revealed the perma-
nence of loss and the scale of what had
vanished. There were holes everywhere,
in homes, in streets, in hearts, and there
was no way to fill them.

People in Gaza breathed a fragile sigh of
relief when the news of a ceasefire arrived,
but they knew the days ahead could hurt
even more than the fighting itself. After 733
days of feeling erased from the map, the
tears locked behind their eyes finally be-
gan to fall, carrying with them every ounce
of buried pain. Each tear was proof of what
they had endured. It was a reminder that
a ceasefire does not end suffering; it only
opens the door to a different kind of tor-
ment.

As the guns fell quiet, people in Gaza were
left to confront the full scale of the devas-
tation. You could see it in their faces — the
shock, the fury, the grief — the weight of
years under fire.

Roads that once hummed with life had fall-
en silent. Homes that had sheltered families
were reduced to dust, and children wan-
dered through the ruins, trying to recognise
the streets they had grown up on. The whole
place felt like a void that seemed to swallow
everything, as bottled-up grief burst open
and left everyone floundering in powerless-
ness. During the onslaught, the occupiers
had made sure Palestinians could not even
stop to mourn. But with the ceasefire came
the unbearable realisation of how much had
truly been lost, how ordinary life had been
erased. Coming face to face with the ab-
sence of loved ones left scars that would
not fade, and the tears finally came. Those
tears ran down exhausted faces and broken
hearts, carrying the full weight of everything
remembered.

It was not only the mind that suffered. The
physical and social world of Palestinians lay
in ruins. When the bombing eased, people
crawled out of their makeshift tents to find
their homes and towns reduced to rubble.
Places that had once meant comfort were
gone, and streets that had once been full of
life were now heaps of debris.

Families dug desperately through the rub-
ble for traces of their old lives, for roads
and signs that had vanished, for relatives
still trapped beneath the debris. Amid the
wreckage, the questions came: How do
we rebuild from this? Where can we find
any spark of hope? When an entire world
has been destroyed, where does one even
begin? Israel's strategy was clear, and its
results unmistakable. This was not chaos;
it was a deliberate effort to turn Gaza into
a wasteland. By striking hospitals, schools

day; they were also fighting the slow decay
of their future, a damage etched into minds
and spirits that will last for generations.
When the fighting subsided, new forms
of pain emerged. Surrounded by ruins
and with no clear path forward, people in
Gaza faced an impossible choice: Leave
their homeland and risk never returning,
or stay in a place without roads, schools,
doctors or roofs. Either choice ensured the
same outcome — the continuation of suf-
fering by making Gaza unlivable. Endless
negotiations and bureaucratic deadlocks
only deepened the despair, allowing the
wounds to fester even as the world spoke
of “peace”.

The ceasefire may have stopped the
shooting, but it ignited new battles: Restor-
ing power and water, reopening schools,
rebuilding healthcare, and trying to reclaim
a sense of dignity. Yet the larger question
remains: Will the world settle for symbolic
aid and empty speeches, or finally commit
to helping Palestinians rebuild their lives?
Wars carve deep wounds, and healing
them takes more than talk. It demands
sustained, tangible support.

After two years under siege, Gaza is cry-
ing out for more than quiet guns. It needs
courage, vision and real action to restore
dignity and a sense of future. The cease-
fire is not a finish line. It marks the start of a
harder struggle against heartbreak, mem-
ory and pain that refuses to fade. If the
world does not act decisively, Palestinian
life itself could collapse. Rebuilding com-
munities, routines and a measure of nor-
malcy will be slow and difficult, but it has
to happen if Gaza is to keep going. Out-
wardly, the war may have paused, but here
it has only changed shape. What comes
next will demand everything we have left:
Endurance, stubborn hope, the will to stay
standing.

and water systems — the foun-
dations of survival — the aim
was to shatter what makes life
itself possible. Those strikes
sowed a despair that seeps into
everything, fraying the bonds of
community, eroding trust and
forcing families to wonder wheth-
er they can endure a system built
to erase them.

The destruction went deeper
than bricks and bodies. The
constant shadow of death, the
bombs that could fall anywhere,
and the psychological toll made
fear feel ordinary, hope seem
foolish, and society begin to un-
ravel. Children stopped learning,
money disappeared, health col-
lapsed, and the fragile glue hold-
ing communities together came
undone. Palestinians were not
only struggling to survive each \_
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A well-established Islamic Center in
Nairobi is seeking to recruit a qualified
and dedicated Da’wah Officer to join its
dynamic team.

Requirements:

» Must be below 40 years of age.

» Hold a Degree in Islamic Studies OR

Arabic from a recognized institution.

If you meet the above qualifications and
are passionate about serving the commu-

kindly send your application to:
recruitmentkenya70@gmail.com
Application Deadline: 15th November

nity through Da’wah,
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