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Judiciary clarifies role of
Kadhi’s Courts in Muslim
divorce proceedings

( adhi’s Courts will continue to play a cen-
Ktral role in handling divorce cases among
Muslims in Kenya, the Deputy Registrar
— Office of the Registrar Magistrates Court and
Senior Principal Kadhi, Hon. Abduljabar Ishaq
Hussein, has assured.
Speaking to The Friday Bulletin, Hon. Abdul-
jabar clarified that the Judiciary’s recent di-
rective discontinuing the issuance of Divorce
Certificates by the Kadhi’'s Courts does not
contravene Islamic law nor diminish the courts’
jurisdiction in matters of marriage and divorce.
“The directive is not contrary to Islamic law and
does not deprive the Kadhi’s Court of its origi-

.

nal jurisdiction or its application of substan?
tive law. The change only affects the proof of
divorce—the product of divorce proceedings.
Instead of the old regime certificate (now re-
pealed), litigants will be issued a decree,” he
explained.In a notice addressed to advocates
and litigants, the Judiciary announced that ef-
fective October 1, 2025, Kadhi’s Courts will
no longer issue Divorce Certificates.

“Please note that effective 1st October 2025,
the Kadhi’s Courts shall not issue divorce
certificates. Instead, the Kadhi’s Courts shall
issue a Decree Nisi followed by a Decree Ab-

Continued To Page 2

J

Zakat Kenya dishurses over KES 3.4 Million in
education and empowerment support

.

Head of Zakat Kenya's

|stribd ion Department, Ali Khalid (LEFT), hands over a

cheque to one of the beneficiaries of the empowerment program.

Zakat Kenya conducted an empowerment distribution through their program, dis-
bursing KSh 2.5 million to 20 beneficiaries who had undergone intensive entrepre-
neurship training to start or expand their businesses.

Dozens of students and families across the
country benefited from Zakat Kenya'’s education
and empowerment programs last month, re-
flecting the organization’s ongoing commitment
to uplifting vulnerable members of the Muslim
community through sustainable support.

According to Zakat Kenya, a total of KES
959,337 was disbursed to 44 students from

Follow us on X @bulletin_friday f Facebook on The Friday Bulletin

various high schools and universities as tu-
ition fee grants under its Education Support
Program. The initiative aims to assist bright
but financially challenged students to stay in
school and pursue their academic aspirations
without disruption.
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Judiciary clarifies role of Kadhi’s Courts in Muslim divorce proceedings

Continued From Page 1

solute as proof of marriage dissolution,”
read the notice.

The communication further stated that
divorce certificates “have been rendered
obsolete.”

Hon. Abduljabar noted that the move is
not about imposing foreign values or un-
dermining Islamic tradition but about en-
suring that Kadhi’s Courts, while faithfully
applying Islamic law, document their deci-
sions in a manner that has legal authority,
ensures accountability, and serves the
interests of justice for all litigants.

He explained that the directive is part of
a broader modernization initiative aimed
at strengthening documentation and im-
proving service delivery within the Kadhi’s
Courts to ensure fairness, clarity, and ac-
countability in marital and family cases.
According to Hon. Abduljabar, the new
system offers three key benefits: account-
ability, standardization and public confi-
dence, and international recognition with
practical solutions.

On accountability, he said: “Kadhis must
be held accountable for their actions. It is

absurd that some Kadhis issue judgments
and rulings in line with the law, yet the
same courts fail to comply with regulations
governing their conduct. There is no room
for personal expediency.”
On standardization and public confidence,
he noted that the directive would foster
uniformity in service delivery across the
country.
“The service provided by the Kadhi’s Court
in Bute should be similar to that rendered in
Nairobi. Consistency in judicial documen-
tation is not merely an administrative pref-
erence—it is a fundamental requirement of
equal access to justice,” he said.
He added that the move will also enhance
international recognition of divorce de-
crees, making it easier for divorced per-
sons living abroad to provide valid proof of
marital dissolution.

“Many clients living overseas face chal-
lenges when required to prove that their
marriages were dissolved. The former di-
vorce certificates often caused confusion,
especially in cases of revocable divorces.
The new decree system provides a clear,

legally recognized document, reducing
unnecessary hardship for Kenyan Mus-
lims abroad,” he explained.

However, not everyone supports the new
directive. Sheikh Ibrahim Muhammad Ka-
zee, Secretary of the Council of Imams
and Preachers of Kenya (CIPK) Nairobi
Chapter, said the changes introduce pro-
cedures that are inconsistent with Islamic
law.

“The Constitution grants Kadhi’'s Courts
authority over matters of marriage, di-
vorce, and inheritance within the Muslim
community. These new procedures, bor-
rowed from English law, have no basis in
Islam. In Islam, we recognize revocable
and irrevocable divorces, and this direc-
tive fails to capture that distinction,” said
Sheikh Ibrahim.

Despite differing opinions, the directive
marks a significant procedural shift aimed
at harmonizing the documentation of di-
vorce within the Kenyan judicial frame-
work while preserving the religious and
legal role of the Kadhi’'s Courts.

Zakat Kenya dishurses over KES 3.4 Million

Continued From Page 1

For many beneficiaries, the assistance
goes beyond paying school fees — it rep-
resents hope, dignity, and an opportunity
to shape a brighter future.

In the same period, the organization dis-
tributed KES 2.5 million to 20 beneficiar-
ies through its Empowerment Program.
Each recipient had undergone an inten-
sive entrepreneurship training course that
equipped them with essential business
and financial management skills.Follow-
ing their training, they each received KES
125,000 zakat business grants to either
start or expand their small businesses.
The initiative has been lauded for trans-
forming families from dependency to
self-reliance, strengthening household in-
comes, and revitalizing local economies.

\.

“Through these empowerment initiatives,
families are not only able to provide for
their needs but also contribute positively to
their communities,” said a statement from
Zakat Kenya.While acknowledging these
achievements, Zakat Kenya noted that the
demand for support remains significant,
with over 400 applicants currently await-
ing assistance under its education and
empowerment programs.The organization
has appealed for continued contributions of
Zakat and Sadaqa to help reach more fam-
ilies, sponsor more students, and empower
more entrepreneurs to achieve self-suffi-
ciency. To support this noble cause you can
channel your contribution through MPESA
Paybill: 600765 Account: Empower.
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Following the Cabinet’s adoption of the
Presidential Taskforce on the Review of
the Legal and Regulatory Framework
Governing Religious Organisations Re-
port on 29th July 2025, the State De-
partment for National Government Co-
ordination, mandated to oversee the
implementation of the Taskforce’s rec-
ommendations, invites the public and all
persons likely to be affected to submit
their memoranda on the report.

In this regard, Jamia Mosque, Nairobi, is
spearheading efforts to present a united
front on behalf of the Muslim commu-
nity and therefore invites the Muslim
Community to submit their memoranda
on the document via email at:
feedback@jamiamosque.co.ke before

15th October 2025.
N\ J

Kakamega Muslim Benevolent Fund set for official launch tomorrow

The official launch of the Kakamega
Muslim Benevolent Fund, a pioneering
initiative aimed at supporting Muslims
during times of calamity and crisis, will
take place tomorrow, Saturday, October
11, 2025, at the Mumias Muslim Primary
School grounds in Kakamega County.
The fund, the first of its kind in the region,
seeks to provide financial and material
assistance to Muslim families facing sick-
ness, bereavement, or other difficult cir-
cumstances.

Prominent Muslim leaders and dignitaries
are expected to grace the event, which

marks a major milestone in fostering social
welfare and unity within the Muslim com-
munity.

According to NAMLEF Western Regional
Coordinator Cassim Ochibah, the fund will
serve Muslims across all twelve sub-coun-
ties of Kakamega.

“The fund registration fee is Ksh 100, with
a monthly subscription of Ksh 100. After six
months of membership, individuals will be
eligible to receive support,” said Ochibah.
In addition to financial aid, the fund will of-
fer Islamic spiritual services and logistical
support, including tents, chairs, and a pub-

lic address system for bereaved families.
As part of its long-term goals, the ini-
tiative also plans to raise funds for the
purchase of a hearse van to facilitate
the transportation of deceased Muslims
within the county.

The establishment of the Kakamega
Muslim Benevolent Fund is expected to
enhance compassion, solidarity, and dig-
nity among the Muslim community, set-
ting a strong foundation for communal
care and support.
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By Khawlah bint Yahya

From total indulgence to complete with-
drawal, is it possible to enjoy your life with-
out compromising your position in the af-
terlife? Is it possible to enjoy here and the
Hereafter?

Itis true, sometimes we are too easy on our-
selves, thinking lightly of our purpose and
responsibilities on earth and brushing off
our sins. And sometimes we are too hard
on ourselves, beating ourselves up with ex-
cessive feelings of guilt, preventing us from
feeling close to our Creator.

Allah the Almighty says:

Seeing that you were dead and He gave
you life. Then He will give you death, then
again will bring you to life (on the Day of
Resurrection) and then unto Him you will
return. (Surah Al Bagarah 2:28)

It's crucial for us to navigate through this
life in a way that grants us success in the
Hereafter, because unlike many others on
this planet, as believers we know this life is
just a tiny part of the journey.

But how?

Here are four practical tips to help you bal-
ance your dunya (worldly life) and akhirah
(afterlife).

Know Who You Are and Where You
Stand

The word dunya often translated as this
world, or the worldly life and comes from the
root daal-noon-waw, which has two mean-
ings: near, and lowly. The life you now live
is also called al-hayaat ad-dunya, because
it is the near, or the apparent and current
existence you know, and also it is the lesser
and superficial life compared to the eternal
life of the Hereafter, the akhirah.

Belief in the Hereafter is one of the six ‘ar-
kaan ul eman’, the pillars of faith, along
with belief in Allah, His angels, His revealed
books, His prophets and messengers, and
the divine decree.

Allah the Almighty clearly instructed us:

“Let not then this present life deceive you.”
(Surah Fatir 35:5)

And the Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessings be upon him) said fearing for our
faith:

By Allah, it is not poverty that | fear for you,
but | fear that this world will be spread out in
front of you as it was spread out in front of
those before you, and then you will vie for it
as they vied for it, and it will destroy you as it
destroyed them. (Riyad as-Saliheen, Imam
Nawawi). However, enjoying the blessings
of this life doesn’t have to mean you are be-
ing deceived; it’'s all about dealing with your
blessings the right way. Allah the Almighty
even reminds us when seeking the home of
the Hereafter, not to forget our enjoyment
of this world!

“But seek, with that (wealth) which Allah has
bestowed on you, the home of the Hereaf-
ter, and forget not your portion of lawful en-
joyment in this world; and do good as Allah
has been good to you, and seek not mis-

4 Practical tips on how to balance this life and the next!

chief in the land...” (Surah Al-Qasas 28:77)
4 Tips on How to Seek Balance Here and
in the Hereafter

1- Be Happier in Five Minutes a Day:
Shukr Exercise

Remember when you bought new clothes
or finished that entire tub of ice cream and
you've been happy ever since? It doesn'’t
work that way, does it? We buy things,
achieve goals and indulge ourselves—but
none of this gives us lasting happiness.

So, what does work?

The answer is gratitude.

Allah says:

“O you who believe! Eat of the lawful things
that We have provided you with, and be
grateful to Allah, if it is indeed He Whom you
worship.” (Surah Al-Jumu'ah 62:172)

Make shukr (gratitude) into a habit with this
exercise: Each night after your last prayer,
make a list of 5 things you're grateful to Allah
for. You could be grateful for your family, a
sunny day, a great meal, your health, a chat
you had, or a special moment.

The important thing is to come up with at least
five things you're grateful for, big or small,
every day. Gratitude leads to becoming more
optimistic and satisfied with your life overall,
but you will also sleep better and feel less
depressed, according to scientific research!
On the flip side, one reason of not finding
balance in this world, is something called
the ‘entitlement syndrome’; feeling we are
rightfully entitled to the fulfilment of our wish-
es and desires, and to enjoy all that life can
offer. A practical tip is to introduce ‘deprive’
days; days on which you mindfully deprive
yourself of having that biscuit, drink or even
screen time. It's a way of starting to teach
your ‘nafs’ (ego) it can’t always have what it
wants, and it leads to more gratitude!

2- Have Your Time Blessed

Going out for dinner or any, get together re-
ally? Make sure to say the supplication at
the end of a sitting
to make it a blessed
time and as atone-
ment for the gather-
ing: “Glory is to You,
O Allah, and praise
is to You. | bear wit-
ness that there is
none worthy of wor-
ship but You. | seek
Your forgiveness
and repent to You.”
The Prophet Mu-
hammad did not
sit in any gathering
without saying it!
Talking to friends for
hours? Recite Surah
Al ‘Asr upon leaving
each other, which is
a sunnah. Spend-
ing on new clothes?
Follow it with giving

FFOVY) *he HO
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an amount to charity and ask Allah to help
you recite the supplication for wearing new
clothes and to supplicate each time when
you get dressed. Go for barakah in your
time while you are enjoying Allah’s bless-
ings!

3- Learn How to Interact With Allah’s
Book

The Quran will show you how to balance
this life and the next, all you need to do is
interact with it. This is how you can reflect,
or do tadabbur, on any verse or hadith.
“Those are they who have bought the life
of this world at the price of the Hereafter.”
(Surah Al Bagarah 2:86)

Imagine/feel: This world is truly not as im-
portant as | keep making it.Evaluate: Have
days gone by when | did not even think
about the Hereafter once?

Ask: | will ask Allah to open my heart to
remembrance of the Hereafter. Plan: | am
going to remind myself to think about the
Hereafter at least once each day. Prop-
agate: Whenever | see one of my friends
engrossed in excessive chatting, shopping,
etc. | will remind them to think about the
Hereafter by telling them about this verse.
(Tips From the Understand Quran Acade-
my course)

4. Set Short-Term Dua Goals

Make a list of six ultimate duasanduse them
all day, every day! Chose three supplica-
tions for this life and three focused on your
Hereafter. Be specific, for example don't
just say:

“O Allah, | ask your for Paradise”, but “O Al-
lah, please give me a colorful, warm ocean
to swim in, in the Highest Part of Paradise!”
For your dunya related supplications,take a
moment one of these days to look into your
heart and think what you would really, really
want and set short-term dua goals for the
next three months.

aur an

Whoever does righteousness,
whether male or female, while he is
a believer — We will surely cause
him o live a good life, and We will
surely give them their reward [in

the Hereafter] according to the

best of what they used fo do”
(Surah An-Nahl 16:97)
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Marital Life: Expectations vs. Reality

By Sarah N. Saad

Most of us girls have dreamt of the big day;
we have all imagined ourselves as brides,
dressed in a fluffy white dress, surrounded
by flowers, and having our cheeks burning
red from the hundreds of eyes following
our steps.

YES! It's the wedding day. Watching Dis-
ney movies when we were younger, most
of us happily sobbed at how the prince
and princess overcame all the hardships
and evils, to be with one another on the
lifelong journey of marriage.But, what hap-
pened next? Did we watch how Cinderella
was able to manage her arguments with
the prince on how to set the sofa in front
of the TV? Or how Belle would be able to
balance between her work and her home
if she decided to pursue a career? What
about Snow White’s cooking skills, and if
her prince charming enjoyed her food?
Unfortunately, the princess movies didn’t
prepare us for what came after the white
dress.Being married for 3 months now, |
obviously can’t say | am an expert on the
subject, but | can confidently say | have
learnt some of the perks and hardships of
marriage that I'd like to share with you.
Art of Cooking

Yes, | could boil an egg, and make a cup
of tea, and all the “essential” stuff that we
thought could easily get us through our
roles as a chef in our new home. But, the
ugly truth is: those “essentials” are defi-
nitely not enough.

Don’t wait until you're standing in front of
the stove in your new home, wondering
what cooked meat should look like. Or, if
maybe this gooey thing, supposed to be
rice, maybe needed much less water to
cook properly.| truly advice you to kickstart
your cooking lessons BEFORE you get
married. Stand with your mother, sister, or
anyone you enjoy their cooking and take
notes. Yes, as in get yourself to a station-
ery store and buy a little notebook, mark
it “cooking recipes” and make it your best
friend.Have it with you every time you are
invited over to dinner at someone’s house,
and if you really like one of the dishes,
don’t be embarrassed to ask for the reci-
pe. It will really come in handy when you’re
married, more than you know!

“But what if | feel he doesn’t like my cook-
ing?"Then ASK him! Some husbands don’t
wait for you to ask and blurt out their opin-
ion, which could be a negative one.

But don’t take it too personally and use it
as constructive criticism, instead of crying
about in the middle of the night.

Don’t be hard on yourself, you are still
learning, and it will take a while until you
comprehend all his preferences. So ask
him what he thought of today’s dinner, and
what he would have liked better. You would
be surprised, but he could have some
good recommendations.

“Ahh, | just cut my finger!”

That's OK. It happens, along-
side some burns and possible
bruises. On my first day of cook-
ing, | ended up with two cuts on
each of my thumbs, and | had
my husband finish off the cook-
ing while | guided him verbally.
But, since then, | have been
safe and sound, for most of the
time, with great cooking results,
also most of time. So don'’t give
up on yourself or undermine your abilities if
you end up with some minor wounds in the
beginning.

Home vs. Career

| am not here to discuss your choice of de-
ciding to work or not, because that is a judg-
ment you make on your own in consultation
with your husband.

However, some of us might already have
careers, or decide to start working after
getting married. It's a great thing for you to
add value to the society and pursue your
dreams, but don’t forget that Allah has set
obligations for you as a wife regarding car-
ing for your husband and home.

Just as Allah has set obligations for your
husband in return, with regards to providing
food, shelter, and clothing for you. So it's im-
portant to always keep in mind that neither
of you should fall behind in the roles that Al-
lah has set for each of you.

In the beginning of marriage, it can be quite
difficult if you decide to work a nine-hour full
time job, and at the same time attend to the

house needs.
If you weren’t used to laundry,

cooking and cleaning, you will
realize it can get quite tiresome.
But by time, or so the tale goes,
it gets easier as these tasks be-
come habitual.

However, until that happens, my
advice is: if you decide to work
in the first couple of months, or
years of marriage, try to find a
job with suitable working hours
to have a balanced life between
your duties as wife and your ca-
reer life.

You Have a New Roommate

It seems strange that after a life-
time with your family, you are now
going to live with a new person.
It's exciting, and a bit scary, but
most importantly it's different.
Your partner has also lived a cer-
tain lifestyle for his share in life,
and you’re about to witness it full
time. Some of things might seem
odd, frustrating, or annoying, but
you have to understand that it's
the same thing for him.

You might have different sleeping
habits, or preferences on how you
like the room to be organized, or
how early you like to have your
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breakfast. But, should that mean you pan-
icking and declaring an independent room
in the house? No. Breathe, talk and com-
promise.

Jabir reported that the Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him) said about Iblees:
“The nearest to him are the greatest at
causing tribulations. One of them says: |
have done such-and-such. Iblees says:
You have done nothing. Another one says:
| did not leave so-and-so until | caused dis-
cord between him and his wife. Iblees says:
You have done well.” (Muslim 2813)

So, don't let the shaytaan disrupt your re-
lationship with your husband about trivial
matters. It is in those situations that the
shaytaan tries to intrude and cause fights
about things that could have been solved
by logical and calm discussions.

A Happy Marriage

You will not be able to change all of your
husband’s old manners, or always find a
common ground, but the situation is vice
versa for him. So, you should both learn to
embrace each other habits, as long as one
of you isn’t causing harm to the other..

Light of

Knowledge

Quiz

Which of the following are
known as ‘The Noble

Recorders’ ?

Al-Kiram Al-Katibin

Munkar & Nakir.

Ridwan & Malik.

Answer to be revealed in the next

issue

Last week’s answer was choice B :

“ Zayd ibn Thabit ”
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By Amina Edota
Things happen. And you fall deep into a
kind of ‘hole‘. You feel down, bored, stuck
in your routine and demotivated.

Along with these come emotions like neg-
ativity, feeling blue, frustration and confu-
sion.If only it were so easy to stay positive
and motivated all the time. If only!

Even a single thought of positive change
seem far beyond reach and too much for
you to consider. But it's not impossible.
Because change begins with YOU.

“Verily, Allah does not change the con-
dition of people until they change what is
within themselves.” (Surah Ar-Ra'd 13:11)
The first thing you need to know about get-
ting past your slump is that Allah created
you and your emotions. When you connect
to Him with pure devotion and intention,
your positivity levels will increase.

The second thing is that continuous
self-learning, growth and development can
empower you to an optimal level. Without
such beneficial change, your mind, body
and soul face a threat of stagnation and
decay. They could easily become infected
by negative ideologies and overwhelming
worldly desires.You could lose your focus,
motivation and connection to a superior
higher purpose — the purpose for which
you were created. This purpose is fulfilled
by striving in a steady and consistent man-
ner in all of your affairs.

Day by day.

Hour by hour.

So what emotions can help you
thrive and flourish, moving you out
of that unavoidable slump? Here are
6 positive emotions that can help
you generate positivity, rebuild your
energy and restore your sense of
higher purpose.

1. Attachment

Spiritual attachment is superior to
other forms of attachment. Whatever
situation you find yourself, irrespec-
tive of your needs, worldly status or
wealth, always attach your soul to
Allah.Attachment of your soul to its
Creator will serve as much needed
nutrition for the soul.

You need Him always. If you feel lost
or distant from Him, then find your
way back to Him. Don’t cut yourself
away from Him deliberately.
Attaching yourself to Allah is a com-
forting and fulfilling type of attach-
ment not an emotionally sickening
type.

2. Awe

Of Allah and His Greatness. He is
the Provider, the One without need
and the Ever Living.

He is the First and the Last.

He is the Granter of security, The
Bestower of peace, The Bestower of
form and The Knower of subtleties.

-

ANSWERS z
ACROSS
3. Khidr
4. Yamama
5. Six
DOWN
1. Ridwan
2. Jinsiyya >
3. Kahf

2. The last surah revealed in the Holy
Qur’an.

4. The Prophet who performed the
she-camel miracle.

6. Category of Tawheed affirming Allah’s
Lordship over everything.

6 Positive emotions to get past your slump

He is the All-Knowing, The All-Hearing and
The All-Seeing and The All-Aware. He is the
All-Sufficient and The Disposer of your Af-
fairs.

3. Hope

Always have hope in the Mercy of Allah.
Seek His forgiveness and repent unto Him.
He will respond to you and He will reward
you.Put your hope in your Creator and not in
His creations as you work hard for success
in this world and the next.Remember this life
is a test upon test upon test. And Allah says:
“For indeed, with hardship [will be] ease. In-
deed, with hardship [will be] ease.” (Surah
Ash-Sharh 94: 5-6)

Such were Quran stories to help you over-
come demotivation. Prophet Adam was test-
ed. So was Jacob and Moses and Joseph
(peace be upon them).The best of mankind,
our model and beloved prophet Muhammad
was also tested. He experienced good and
bad times. But He always had hope and
kept striving for success — Jannah, till his
last breadth.

4. Gratitude

“Then which of the Blessings of your Lord
will you both (jinns and men) deny?” (Surah
Ar-Rahman 55:13)

Reflect and give thanks for the countless
blessings and bounties given to you by Al-
lah.You can practice gratitude on a higher
level by using a positivity journal.

Practice gratitude through your thoughts,

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

LAST WEEK’S
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words and actions.

5. Tranquillity

Peace and tranquility comes from truly
knowing Allah.“Verily, in the remembrance
of Allah do hearts find rest.” (Surah Ar-Ra'd
13:28)

Strive to remove the distractions and im-
purities from your life, so you can focus on
Allah with a pure and tranquil heart. You
can achieve tranquility in many ways.
Some of these are by attaining khushu’ in
Salah and by bringing the Quran close to
your heart.Rest, comfort, serenity and con-
tentment comes from consciously tuning-in
to Allah with your mind, body and soul.

6. Love of Allah and His Messenger
Have a longing and affection for Allah. And
manifest this love such that you try to avoid
anything that will dampen or corrupt it.
Your simple formula? Love His Prophet
and follow his sunnah.

Remember:Stay attached to Allah through
consciousness of Him, remembrance and
constant purification of intention. Whatever
you do, do it for His Pleasure. Turn all of
your acts into worship to earn His pleas-
ure. Reflect constantly on His Greatness.
Have hope in Him.

Seek and practice gratitude constantly.
Seek tranquillity by submitting to Him. And
find comfort in loving Him and His Messen-
ger more than anyone or anything.

ACROSS

1. Addtional Prostrations (Sujood) of forgetful-
ness performed in to correct unintentional mis-
take made during prayer (Salah).

3. The Imam/Islamic scholar who systematized
Usul al-Figh.

5. Arabic word for houses.
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The government has announced the na-
tionwide roll-out of the National Youth Op-
portunities Towards Advancement (NYO-
TA) programme, a KSh5 billion initiative
aimed at creating jobs and supporting
youth entrepreneurship.

President William Ruto, speaking at
State House, Nairobi, during a meeting
with Principal Secretaries, said the pro-
gramme will adopt a whole-of-govern-
ment approach to ensure smooth, trans-
parent, and inclusive implementation.
“This is coming as a result of being delib-
erate about doing something about em-
ployment, empowerment, and engage-
ment with young people,” the President
said.

A partnership between the Government

.

of Kenya and the World Bank, the NYO-
TA programme targets to support 100,000
young people across all 47 counties, with
70 beneficiaries drawn from each of the
country’s 1,450 wards.

Each successful applicant will receive a
KSh50,000 grant to kick-start entrepre-
neurial ventures, fostering innovation and
self-employment among the youth. In addi-
tion, 90,000 youth will undergo on-the-job
experience training, 20,000 will be trained
on recognition of prior learning, while
600,000 others will benefit from Access to
Government Procurement Opportunities
(AGPO) training.

On Monday, Principal Secretaries met with
governors, Members of Parliament, county
assembly leaders, and chiefs to sensitize

~N

Government launches KSh5 Billion NYOTA Programme

them on the programme and coordinate
a synchronized rollout across the country.
The government aims to ensure effective
stakeholder collaboration for the success
of the initiative.

Micro, Small and Medium Enterpris-
es (MSME) Principal Secretary Susan
Mang’eni said the NYOTA programme is
designed to improve livelihoods, enhance
employability, and expand market access
for young entrepreneurs.

She noted that the initiative is gender-in-
clusive, emphasizing 50-50 gender parity,
and seeks to promote a culture of savings
among the youth while creating meaning-
ful economic opportunities for Kenya’s
next generation.

IUK Officially receives

The Islamic University of Kenya (IUK),
based in Kisaju, has officially received
its Charter, cementing its status as a ful-
ly-fledged university.

The Charter, signed by the President of
Kenya, H.E. Dr. William Samoei Ruto, was
formally handed over to IUK Vice Chan-
cellor Prof. Dr. Ahmed Bilal Wagqar by the
CEO of the Commission for University
Education (CUE), Prof. Mike Kuria, dur-
ing a brief but graceful ceremony held last
Wednesday at the CUE headquarters.

Also in attendance were the Deputy Vice
Chancellor (Academics) Prof. Ali Sunkar,
Registrar for Academic and Student Affairs
Mr. Lattif Noor, and Head of Administration
Mr. Muhammad Akbar.

Following the ceremony, Prof. Waqar of-
ficially presented the Charter Certificate
to the Chairman of the Board of Trustees
(BOT), Dr. Sheikh Mohammad Othman,
symbolizing the full government recogni-
tion of IUK as a chartered university.

The achievement marks a significant
milestone for the institution. In November
2024, IUK was awarded the Charter by
President Ruto, officially recognizing it as
a fully-fledged university.

The journey began in December 2016,
when the university received a Letter of
Interim Authority from the CUE, granting it
the mandate to operate as a higher educa-
tion institution.

Established in the early 2000s by the In-
ternational Trust for Education (ITED), IlUK
initially focused on diploma programs in
Islamic and Arabic studies.

Responding to the growing demand for af-
fordable and quality higher education, the
founders—led by Dr. Sheikh Mohammad
Osman—expanded the institution into a
comprehensive university offering degree
programs in business management, tech-

Charter Certificate, marks Milestone in education

The Islamic University of Kenya (IUK) Chairman of the Board of Trustees
(BOT), Dr. Sheikh Mohammad Othman (IN WHITE KANZU) Vice Chancellor
Prof Dr Ahmed Bilal Wagar (SECOND RIGHT), The Deputy Vice Chancellor
(Academics) Prof Ali Sunkar (LEFT), and the IUK Head of Administration
Muhammad Akbar (RIGHT) pose for a group photo after receiving the Charter
Certificate signed by the President of Kenya, H.E. Dr. William Samoei Ruto.

nology, education, and the humanities.

Currently, the university offers a range of
undergraduate, diploma, and certificate pro-
grams, including the Bachelor of Business
Management, Bachelor of Education (Arts),
Bachelor of Arts in Islamic Sharia, Bachelor
of Arts in Arabic Language, and Bachelor of
Information Technology.

IUK operates its main campus in Kisaju
along the Nairobi-Namanga Highway, with
additional campuses in Nairobi's South C
area (for women) and in Mombasa, which
offers diploma, degree, and master’s pro-
grams in both Arabic and English.

The institution currently enrolls over 1,500
students—a number expected to grow fol-
lowing the granting of the Charter.

IUK remains committed to delivering quality
education that integrates ethical values and

research, nurturing competent graduates
ready to make positive contributions to
society.In a related development, the uni-
versity recently welcomed its September
2025 intake in a colorful orientation cere-
mony at the main campus.

During the event, Vice Chancellor Prof.
Dr. Ahmed Bilal Wagar urged the new stu-
dents to take full advantage of the univer-
sity’s supportive faculty, available resourc-
es, and diverse community. He noted that
IUK now hosts students from more than
ten nationalities, reflecting its growing in-
ternational profile.

Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academics) Prof.
Ali Sunkar and Registrar (Academic) Mr.
Lattif Noor also addressed the students,
encouraging them to pursue academic ex-
cellence and personal growth.
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MP Protests ‘discriminatory’ reparations plan, demands
inclusion of Wagalla victims

NATIONAL

A legislator from the North Eastern region
has written to President William Ruto pro-
testing what he describes as a “discrimi-
natory and selective” government plan to
compensate victims of police brutality only
up to the year 2017 — excluding survi-
vors of earlier atrocities such as the 1984
Wagalla Massacre.

In a strongly worded letter copied to for-
mer Prime Minister Raila Odinga, Wajir
West Member of Parliament Farah Yus-
suf Mohamed expressed outrage at the
framework, saying it perpetuates decades
of neglect towards communities in North-
ern Kenya that have suffered historical in-
justices.“By limiting compensation to only
those affected up to 2017, the government
is deliberately excluding victims of earlier
and more egregious violations, most no-
tably the Wagalla Massacre of February
1984,” he stated.

Mohamed clarified that his protest was

not against compensating recent victims
but a demand for “equal justice for all.”
He urged the government to specifically
include Wagalla survivors in the planned
reparations programme and issue a public
statement committing to a transparent and
inclusive process.

The Wagalla Massacre remains one of
the darkest chapters in Kenya’s post-inde-
pendence history. On February 10, 1984,
security forces rounded up thousands of
Somali Degodia men at the Wagalla Air-
strip in Wajir under the pretext of quelling
clan conflict. Survivors recount days of
detention without food or water, torture,
executions, and exposure to the scorching
sun. Though eyewitnesses estimate thou-
sands were killed, the official death toll has
never been established.

Successive administrations have pledged
to address the atrocity but failed to deliv-
er justice. In 1992, then-President Dan-

iel arap Moi promised compensation; in
2015, President Uhuru Kenyatta issued
a public apology. The Truth, Justice and
Reconciliation Commission (TJRC) con-
firmed the abuses and recommended rep-
arations — recommendations that remain
unimplemented.

Mohamed is now demanding that the
state expand its reparations framework to
cover all victims of state brutality, regard-
less of when the violations occurred. “The
selective approach to justice offends the
principles of equality, fairness, non-dis-
crimination and inclusivity as enshrined
in the Constitution,” he said, citing Articles
10, 27 and 28.

The MP warned that ignoring historical
injustices risks deepening inequality and
eroding public confidence in the govern-
ment’'s commitment to justice. He cau-
tioned that victims may be forced to seek
legal redress.

The Jomo Kenyatta University of Agricul-
ture and Technology (JKUAT) Association
of Muslim Medical Students is set to hold
a free medical camp in Garissa from De-
cember 21 to 23, 2025, under the theme
“Bringing Healthcare Closer to Communi-
ties.”

The three-day outreach aims to deliver
integrated healthcare services to under-
served populations in Garissa County,
where access to specialized and afforda-
ble medical care remains limited.
According to the association’s chairman,
Ibrahim Sheikh Ali, the camp will focus on
three key pillars of health service deliv-
ery—curative, preventive, and promotive
care—and is aligned with Kenya’s Uni-
versal Health Coverage (UHC) agenda,
which seeks to ensure accessible and af-
fordable healthcare for all.

“The free medical camp will provide com-
prehensive curative services, preventive
interventions such as screenings and
health education, and distribution of es-
sential supplies. It will also strengthen
partnerships with the county health sys-
tem to enhance long-term healthcare ac-
cess,” Ibrahim said.

He added that the initiative will also pro-
vide hands-on learning opportunities for
over 80 medical students, who will gain
practical experience under the mentorship
of volunteer doctors.

Among the essential medical services to
be offered are eye care, obstetrics and
gynecology, pediatrics, orthopedics, sur-
gical services, and laboratory diagnostics.
Additional services will include diabetes
screening, hypertension monitoring, ma-
laria treatment, and general health con-

.

sultations. An estimated 4,000 people are
expected to benefit from curative and diag-
nostic services—including eye, dental, ob-
stetric/gynecological, pediatric, orthopedic,
ENT, surgical, pharmacy, and laboratory

~

JKUAT Muslim Medical students to hold free medical camp in Garissa

care—while another 1,500 individuals will
undergo health screenings for conditions
such as hypertension, diabetes, and in-
fectious diseases.
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The Holy Quran Competition
2025

ORGANISED BY THE RELIGIOUS ATTACHE AT THE EMBASSY OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA IN KENYA,
IN COOPERATION WITH THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF KENYA MUSLIMS AND JAMIA MOSQUE NAIROBI

Registration Dates: 20th September 2025 - 13th October 2025

Preliminary Round: 2oth October 2025
Final Competition: 1st December 2025

Competition Levels and Conditions:

« Memorization of 5 Juz’ with recitation and Tajweed (10 yrs and below).

« Memorization of 15 Juz’ with recitation and Tajweed (15 yrs and below).
« Memorization of 20 Juz’ with recitation and Tajweed (18 yrs and below).
» Memorization of 30 Juz’ (the entire Qur’an) with recitation and Tajweed

(24 yrs and below).
« The contestant must be a male Kenyan or a legal resident.

« Must complete the registration form and attach one of the following:
National ID, Birth Certificate, or Passport copy, plus a colored passport photo.
« An institution is only allowed to register one participant in a category.
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For more Enquiries, contact:
0715626946, 0723083204
Please register and apply through the link below:
https://www.religiousattacheke.com
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The Friday Bulletin marks over 20 years of continuous publication

Alhamdulillah, with Allah’s grace, The Fri-
day Bulletin has clocked over 20 years of
uninterrupted weekly publication since its
inception.

Recognizing the vital role of the media in
shaping and influencing society, the Jamia
Mosque Committee, Nairobi, took a vision-
ary step to launch The Friday Bulletin — a
weekly publication dedicated to highlight-
ing important events within the Muslim
community and providing a platform for
spiritual enlightenment and discourse.
Since its inception, The Friday Bulletin
has carved a niche as a credible and re-
liable source of news and information
for Muslims across the country. It filled a
long-standing gap in the media landscape,
where for decades, no regular publication
existed to cover current affairs and issues
pertinent to Islam and Muslims.As we cel-
ebrate this milestone, The Friday Bulletin
team wishes to express heartfelt gratitude
to the Jamia Mosque Committee for its un-
wavering support throughout the years.
Over the past year, one of our key achieve-
ments has been the successful revitaliza-
tion and redesign of the publication. This
new look was developed to enhance read-
ability and visual appeal, ensuring it aligns
with the evolving preferences of our read-
ers while maintaining the Bulletin’s core
mission.

For more than two decades, the Jamia
Mosque Committee has provided crucial
financial support, enabling the publication
to reach its target audience every week.
We also appreciate the continued support
from the Muslim public and our advertis-
ers, whose contributions have been invalu-
able in helping us achieve our goals.
Beyond propagating Islam, The Friday Bul-
letin has consistently sought to champion
the rights and welfare of Muslims. During
the August 2010 Constitutional Referen-
dum, for example, when some Christian
groups opposed the inclusion of Kadhi’s
Courts in the Constitution, the Bulletin
played a critical role in enlightening Mus-

lims on the matter. Similarly, in
2003, when the government pub-
lished the Terrorism Suppression
Bill that threatened Muslim rights,
the Bulletin boldly highlighted the
issue. Over the years, it has contin-
ued to shed light on topics such as
Muslim participation in politics and
socio-economic affairs, as well as
cases of extrajudicial killings and
enforced disappearances.

Today, The Friday Bulletin remains
the most important print platform
for news and commentary within
the Muslim community, serving as !
an alternative and authentic voice
on matters that affect Muslims lo-
cally and beyond.The publication
focuses on topical news, features,
and issues affecting Muslims both
in Kenya and abroad.

For those seeking to reach the
Muslim audience, The Friday Bul-
letin provides a trusted platform. Advertisers
and agencies — in both government and
the private sector — have found it to be a
valuable tool for reaching this unique and
engaged readership.

We are pleased to note the growing interest
and confidence from advertisers. Prominent
institutions such as KCB SAHL, Salaam Mi-
crofinance Bank, ABSA Bank, Gulf African
Bank, and Premier Bank have all partnered
with the Bulletin. Their support has strength-
ened our financial stability and reaffirmed
our reputation and influence within the com-
munity.

To complement the print edition and cater to
our growing online readership — including
Kenyans in the diaspora — The Friday Bul-
letin is also available digitally. The website is
updated every Friday with the latest issue,
ensuring convenient access for readers who
prefer digital formats. The publication can
be accessed via the Jamia Mosque website:
www.jamiamosque.co.ke/friday-bulletin.

In the last two decades, circulation has
grown from an initial 5,000 weekly copies

Tuanku Lailatul Shahreen Akashah Khalil,
reads a copy of The Friday Bulletin during
the Perlis royal family's official visit to Jamia
Mosque, Nairobi, on Friday, 27 July 2025.

to 10,000, thanks to the generous support
of well-wishers. Initially distributed within
mosques and Islamic institutions in Nai-
robi, the Bulletin’s reach has expanded to
other counties including Mombasa, Kilifi,
Kwale, Tana River, Taita Taveta, Nakuru,
Baringo, Kisumu, Machakos, Meru, Embu,
Kakamega, Bungoma, Busia, Vihiga, Gar-
issa, Waijir, Mandera, Isiolo, Marsabit,
Trans-Nzoia, Turkana, and Eldoret, among
others.

Its circulation now extends beyond Kenya
to parts of East and Central Africa — in-
cluding Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Bu-
rundi, Somalia, and Ethiopia — and even
to regions of North Africa such as Morocco,
Egypt, Algeria, and Tunisia.

As we celebrate over two decades of con-
tinuous publication, we express our deep-
est gratitude to Allah Subhaana Wa Ta’ala
for His blessings and success, and we call
upon the Muslim community to continue
supporting The Friday Bulletin in our mis-
sion to inform, inspire, and strengthen the
Ummah.
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President William Ruto has announced a
waiver on fees for replacing lost national
identity cards, a decision aimed at making
it easier for Kenyans to register as voters
and access government services ahead of
the next general elections.

Speaking in Vihiga County recently, Pres-
ident Ruto said the directive reflects his
administration’s commitment to promoting
inclusivity and ensuring that no citizen is
locked out of national processes due to
financial constraints.“An identity card is a
basic right, not a privilege. Every Kenyan
deserves access to services and the op-
portunity to vote, regardless of their finan-
cial situation,” Ruto said, emphasizing that
the waiver seeks to remove barriers that
have long disadvantaged low-income and
rural communities.

ID replacement fees waived to hoost Voter registration

The order takes immediate effect and will
remain in place throughout the voter reg-
istration period. The National Registration
Bureau (NRB) has been directed to deploy
both mobile and fixed registration centers
in all 47 counties to accommodate the ex-
pected increase in applications. Ruto fur-
ther instructed the Independent Electoral
and Boundaries Commission (IEBC) to
coordinate with the NRB to ensure timely
processing and issuance of identity cards,
enabling citizens to register and vote with-
out unnecessary delays.The announcement
has drawn a wide range of reactions. Sup-
porters have described it as a practical and
people-centered move that reinforces dem-
ocratic participation by eliminating a finan-
cial burden that has long hindered citizens,
especially in rural and marginalized regions.

N

Civil society groups have also welcomed
the waiver but cautioned that success-
ful implementation will require adequate
funding, transparency, and strong over-
sight to avoid corruption or inefficiency.
Some political analysts, however, have
questioned the timing, suggesting that the
decision could have political undertones
given the approach of the 2027 elections.
Nonetheless, others view it as a positive
step that demonstrates responsiveness
to public concerns over accessibility and
fairness in essential government services.
Implemented effectively, the waiver is ex-
pected to boost voter registration, particu-
larly among younger and lower-income
citizens, while strengthening confidence
in public institutions.
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